
Is	  Your	  First	  Court	  Conference	  Held	  in	  
Secret,	  Behind	  Closed	  Doors?

	   In	  your	  first	  court	  conference	  and	  your	  civil	  lawsuit	  involving	  an	  accident	  
ma6er	  or	  medical	  malprac8ce	  or	  wrongful	  death,	  is	  that	  first	  conference	  in	  
court	  held	  behind	  closed	  doors,	  in	  secret?	  You	  want	  to	  know	  the	  answer?	  
Come	  join	  me	  for	  a	  moment	  as	  I	  share	  with	  you	  some	  great	  informa8on.

	   Hi,	  I'm	  Gerry	  Oginski.	  I'm	  a	  New	  York	  Medical	  Malprac8ce	  and	  personal	  in-‐
jury	  a6orney,	  prac8cing	  law	  in	  the	  state	  of	  New	  York.	  No	  it's	  not	  in	  secret.	  
Everything	  that	  goes	  on	  in	  the	  courthouse	  is	  open	  to	  the	  public.	  You	  walk	  
into	  any	  courtroom,	  it's	  open	  to	  the	  public.	  Anyone	  can	  come,	  sit	  down,	  and	  
observe	  what's	  going	  on.	  Now,	  before	  you	  go	  ahead	  and	  do	  that,	  I	  have	  to	  
share	  something	  with	  you.	  You	  should	  know	  that	  the	  very	  first	  conference	  
you're	  going	  to	  have	  is	  with	  the	  a6orneys.	  That's	  really	  a	  scheduling	  confer-‐
ence	  and	  we	  lawyers	  like	  to	  call	  that	  a	  preliminary	  conference.	  

	   The	  court	  refers	  to	  that	  also	  as	  a	  preliminary	  conference	  and	  that	  prelimi-‐
nary	  conference	  is	  an	  opportunity	  for	  the	  a6orneys	  to	  set	  up	  a	  schedule	  of	  
when	  things	  are	  going	  to	  take	  place	  in	  your	  par8cular	  ma6er.	  Once	  the	  at-‐
torneys	  reach	  an	  agreement	  as	  to	  when	  things	  will	  happen,	  now	  that	  gets	  
put	  into	  a	  document.	  It's	  really	  a	  form	  and	  you	  fill	  out	  the	  blanks	  and	  now	  
you	  hand	  it	  up	  to	  the	  court	  clerk.	  The	  court	  clerk	  then	  gives	  it	  to	  the	  judge	  to	  
sign	  and	  now	  we	  get	  a	  copy	  of	  that	  signed	  order.	  That's	  it.	  The	  li8gants	  
never	  show	  up.	  There's	  no	  reason	  to.	  We	  don't	  speak	  to	  the	  judge	  typically	  
unless	  there's	  a	  clear	  dispute	  with	  the	  a6orneys	  about	  when	  things	  have	  to	  
be	  done.	  For	  the	  most	  part,	  the	  a6orneys	  can	  come	  to	  an	  agreement	  
amongst	  themselves	  as	  to	  when	  things	  get	  done.	  

	   Now,	  you	  should	  also	  know	  that	  the	  judge	  gives	  the	  a6orneys	  perimeters	  
and	  8me	  frames	  about	  when	  things	  are	  supposed	  to	  be	  done	  and	  when	  
they're	  supposed	  to	  be	  concluded.	  Now,	  assuming	  everybody	  is	  in	  agree-‐
ment,	  that's	  the	  8me	  frame.	  Now	  we	  go	  ahead	  and	  fill	  in	  the	  blanks	  on	  the	  
form,	  hand	  it	  to	  the	  court	  clerk,	  the	  judge	  signs	  it,	  we	  get	  a	  copy	  of	  it,	  and	  
now	  that's	  it	  for	  the	  day.	  Then	  you	  as	  the	  injured	  vic8m,	  as	  the	  client,	  you	  
will	  get	  informa8on	  from	  you	  a6orney	  about	  when	  you	  have	  to	  appear	  for	  
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your	  pre-‐trial	  tes8mony.	  In	  all	  likelihood,	  he's	  going	  to	  tell	  you	  when	  things	  
are	  going	  to	  happen	  during	  the	  course	  of	  your	  lawsuit.

	   Why	  do	  I	  share	  this	  quick	  informa8on	  with	  you?	  I	  share	  it	  with	  you	  because	  
some	  people	  think	  that	  when	  the	  a6orney	  says,	  "Hey	  I'm	  going	  into	  court	  on	  
this	  conference	  for	  you"	  You	  think	  it's	  behind	  closed	  doors.	  You	  think	  it's	  in	  
secret.	  You	  think	  their	  discussing	  something	  worldly	  or	  having	  some	  great	  
conversa8on	  about	  the	  details	  of	  your	  case.	  The	  reality	  is	  just	  the	  opposite.	  
You	  know	  I	  realize	  your	  watching	  this	  video	  because	  you	  have	  ques8ons	  or	  
concerns	  about	  your	  own	  par8cular	  ma6er.	  If	  your	  ma6er	  did	  happen	  here	  
in	  New	  York	  and	  your	  thinking	  about	  bringing	  a	  lawsuit	  but	  you	  have	  ques-‐
8ons	  that	  need	  answers	  first,	  what	  I	  invite	  you	  to	  do	  is	  pick	  up	  the	  phone	  
and	  call	  me.	  I	  can	  answer	  your	  legal	  ques8ons.	  You	  know	  this	  is	  something	  I	  
do	  every	  single	  day	  and	  I'd	  love	  to	  chat	  with	  you.	  You	  can	  reach	  me	  at	  516-‐
487-‐8207	  or	  by	  email	  at	  Gerry@oginski-‐law.com.	  That's	  it	  for	  today's	  video.	  
I'm	  Gerry	  Oginski.	  Have	  a	  wonderful	  day.
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